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The (Team) Ties That Bind: 

Five Reasons to Pass the Legacy of Team Spirit to Future Generations 
The team you pull for says a lot about who you are. That’s why Bryan Jones, 
creator of the Collegiate Kids Books Series, wants parents to share the spirit 
with their kids. The benefits, he says, are greater than you might think.

Hickory, NC (December 2012)—Each year as the air turns crisp and the leaves begin to change, fans across the country gear up for another season full of heated rivalries, major upsets, and yes, lots and lots of football. For many people, pulling for their favorite college team is more than a casual pastime. In fact, it’s often a tradition passed down from one generation to the next—a point of familial pride and honor. What is it about pulling for “our team” that is so important that we feel the desire to pass it on to our kids and grandkids? 

This is a question that North Carolina State University alum, author, and entrepreneur Bryan Jones asked himself many times. And about seven years ago, his interest in the subject led him down an interesting path: What if he were to write a series of interactive kids’ books based on college teams?


 “Like anything else that a parent is passionate about, I wanted to pass down my love for my alma mater to my own kids,” he explains. “When my daughter Lauren was born in 2002, I wanted her to experience the same excitement I felt when I watched the Wolfpack win a big game, and to feel the same sense of pride that I felt when I heard our fight song play.
“Because I knew her mother would also be promoting her own beloved University of North Carolina with equal enthusiasm, I felt a sense of urgency about this need to influence Lauren’s leanings,” he laughs. “I knew that time was of the essence—knowing the powerful influence of a mother’s love and persuasion, it was imperative that my daughter choose red as her favorite color as soon as possible. But how?
“I knew that my two little girls weren’t interested in watching the games or trading stats,” he jokes, “but the minute you cracked open a book, you had their full attention. That’s when the idea for creating a children’s book about NC State was born. I knew if I wanted to get them excited about something I was into, it would have to be on their level.”

And so, Jones teamed up with illustrator (who also happened to be his former college roommate) Hootie Bowman to create the Collegiate Kids Books Series (www.collegiatekidsbooks.com). Complete with moveable parts, textured materials, and scratch and sniff experiences, each book follows its respective school mascot around campus, where it encounters familiar sites and landmarks. 

As it turned out, their first title didn’t focus on Jones’s beloved NC State, but rather on Virginia Tech: Go Hokies Go! was published in February of this year. NC State’s Go Wolfpack Go! came a bit later. In addition, the series currently includes books based on the University of North Carolina, Appalachian State University, and East Carolina University. And there’s no end in sight—assuming demand keeps growing, the two will keep producing books.

For most people, says Jones, pulling for a particular team goes beyond a simple “love of the game.” It’s deeper and more emotional than that. It’s about the experience of being at the games (even if just in front of the TV) surrounded by friends and family and away from the stresses of everyday life. It’s about cheering for your home state from far away. It’s about revisiting nostalgic memories from a more carefree time in your life.  

And for parents like Jones, fandom is about a legacy that they pass down to their children. The reasons we’re driven to create that legacy, he says, are complex and multifaceted. Here are a few ways passing the team spirit on to your kids can benefit them and the rest of your family. 
It creates a great outlet for family “together time.” It can be really tough finding ways to bond with kids that everyone enjoys. Watching college sports is the perfect activity. It’s entertaining to kids and adults alike. It’s clean and wholesome. And when you really get into the game, it’s far less passive than, say, watching a movie. (Hey, all that jumping up and down and shrieking is great exercise!)

“Whether you are watching games together on Saturday afternoons, or making the trek to campus to tailgate, cheering on your team together can be a great bonding experience,” notes Jones. “And if your children really are too young to care about sports, just start reading a Collegiate Kids book to them at bedtime—the regular dose of team propaganda will ensure that in a few short years they’ll be right there on the sofa beside you!”

It’s a springboard for teaching important life lessons. From good sportsmanship to integrity to perseverance, sporting events provide plenty of great opportunities to narrate important lessons to your children. 

“Talk about what it means to be a good loser, or how you should act when a call doesn’t go your team’s way,” suggests Jones. “And while a rivalry can be a lot of fun, it can also turn ugly when people gloat obnoxiously or take losses too personally. Kids will pay attention to how you behave about your favorite team’s victories and defeats, so keep it light and friendly.”
It gets kids thinking about college early on. Most parents want their kids to pursue some form of higher education. We want them to succeed in life, and setting them on a trajectory for that success often includes attending a college or university. And while they may not ultimately choose your alma mater (as much as that may hurt!), starting the tradition from a young age helps to get them excited about higher education in general. 

“When you visit the campus as a family and cheer on a team, you can start the conversation early about kids’ own school path some day,” says Jones. “This is also why Hootie and I included information about each school’s academic history, traditions, and campus. We wanted kids to see that it’s not just about sports; it’s about the whole college experience.”

“It was important to me to find the most memorable campus landmarks, restaurants native to that town, and so forth and reproduce them in my illustrations,” adds Bowman. “This really fosters a personal connection with the school. When you take your child to see a football game, I want him to say, ‘There’s the Old Well from my Rameses book!’ or, ‘Can we walk through the tunnel Ms. Wuf rode her bike through?’”

It strengthens their sense of identity. Much like instilling pride in the family name, teaching kids about their ethnic heritage, or passing down a treasured heirloom, pulling for your alma mater can become an important part of who they are, says Jones. It’s a family legacy thing, yes, but it can also provide a sense of regional pride. It’s a way of saying, “I belong to this tribe.”

“It means something to kids to be able to say, ‘We’re a Wolfpack family,’ or, ‘I live in Massachusetts now, but I still pull for the Hokies,’” explains Jones. “The team you identify with really does help you shape your identity. When kids wear a shirt bearing their favorite school mascot, it tells their friends and classmates something about who they are.”

It’s fun! “Let’s face it—the reason the collegiate team tradition continues to thrive is that at the heart of it, it’s just plain fun,” says Jones. “From tailgating to playful rivalries to decking out in your team’s colors, it’s a form of play that transcends age. It takes us back to childhood again.”

Of course, it’s not all about the kids, he concedes. Parents, too, love seeing their kids get excited about the big game or beg to have their room painted Carolina blue.

“While we all want our children to grow into their unique selves, we can’t help but glow with pride when we see aspects of ourselves in them,” says Jones. “It validates us. It maybe even makes us feel a bit immortal.”

# # #
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Bryan Jones is blissfully married to Kathryn C. Jones. He has two great girls, Lauren and Meredith. Every day he is subjected to the newest in new of dance performances, gymnastics, and cheerleading routines. The five years spent at NCSU did not quite make him a “doctor,” but the political science degree has been extremely useful in landing him jobs with Appalachian Angler as a fishing guide, and Sugar Mountain, NC, and Breckenridge, CO, as a ski instructor. He is referred to as “Bill Shakespeare” by his partner, Hootie, and still has his writing proofread by his ninth grade English teacher, his children, and his mother.

Hootie Bowman is a salesman by day and Super Illustrator by night. Saving the world one drawing at a time, Hootie has been doodling for as long as he can remember. He has received numerous awards such as Best Cartoonist in His Family and Most Likely to Doodle in Class. Early in his career, Hootie honed his skills on bathroom walls and school books. Hootie later took his talents to NC State University, where he received a degree in eight short years. During one of many short stints in everything from designing men’s suit buttons to selling toothpick dispensers, he received a call from Bryan and Collegiate Kids Books was born. The two haven’t been the same since. Hootie is married to Page. They have three kids: Thomas, Mary Alice, and Charlie.
For more information, please visit www.collegiatekidsbooks.com.
